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Our Curriculum



Phonics
in Year 1



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised as 
our systematic, 
synthetic phonics (SSP) 
programme to teach 
early reading and 
spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

Video: How we teach blending

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

Video: How we teach tricky words  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


• Say the word.

• Segment the 
sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a teacher/teaching 
assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child 
should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky 
words in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the 
time they bring the book home –
but they should be able to do this 
on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading a book and chatting had a 
positive impact a year later on children’s 
ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

Studies have shown that the amount of 
books children were exposed to by age 6 
was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Your child should be able to 
read their book without your 
help.

• If they can’t read a word read 
it to them.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to 
read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you 

can by changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

oIntroduce new and exciting language
oEncourage your child to use new 

vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
oFind different words to use
oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking their 

statutory phonics screening check in the same week.

The check is very similar to tasks the children already 

complete during phonics lessons. It will take place in June.

The focus of the check is to provide evidence of 

children’s decoding and blending skills, not to test their 

vocabulary or comprehension. 

Phonics screening 
check



The Government’s pilot results and our past experience 

estimate that each check will take less than 10 minutes to 

complete.

They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the 

sounds together. e.g. b- l-ue --- blue

The check will consist of 40 words and non-words: 

Children will know if a word is a real or a monster word as        
n monster words will have a corresponding alien image.





Each pupil will be scored against a national standard 

(threshold yet to be determined by DfE).

We will inform you of whether they fall below or within 

this standard.

If your child’s score falls below the national standard 

they can re-take the Phonics Screening Check in Year 2, 

and we will use the outcomes of the screening to inform 

planning and targets to support them.  





Reading 
in Year 1



Reading Diaries

Please read regularly with your child at 
home and sign and/or write a comment in 
the home reading diary when you listen to 

your child read.

Teachers and TAs will write targets for you 
when necessary (once a half term). Please 

ensure reading diaries and books are in book 
bags every day.  



Reading Skills



Reading Everything
Remember, reading can be an activity for 

anything and anywhere:

 Books from school
 Books from home

 Books from the library
 Children’s newspapers and magazines

 Comics
 Writing in the street

 Labels and food wrappers
 Online reading e.g. websites of interest, 

games



Writing
in Year 1



Fine Motor Control
Please continue to practise basic skills to 

develop your child’s fine motor skills:

 Fine motor activities e.g. pegs, scissors

 Pencil grip 

 Pencil control through colouring and 
drawing patterns

 Letter formation using different media 
e.g. water painting, sand trays, crayons

(you can refer to the Little Wandle website 
for support on formation rhymes)



Progression in Writing
In Year 1, we focus on sentence structure 

with the accurate use of:

 Sounds
 Spelling of common exception words

 Finger spaces between words
 Full stops

 Capital letters at the beginning of a 
sentence, at the beginning of a name, and 

for the pronoun ‘I’



Progression in Writing
We also work on extending vocabulary and 
acknowledge the importance of developing 

the children’s speaking skills in this:

Conjunctions to extend a sentence – and, 
because.

Time connectives – first, then, next, finally.
Different sentence openers – once upon a 

time, one morning.
Exciting adjectives – shiny, old, dark, 

gigantic.
Adding suffixes to root words, 

e.g. jumped, shorter



Handwriting
In Year 1, we teach the children how to 

form their letters using rhymes through our 
Little Wandle programme.

We also teach them how to form each 
capital letter so that they can use these 

when needed.

Top tip: Please encourage your child to only 
write capital letters when this is 

appropriate.



Keep practising bs and ds

birdbride dog



Mathematics
in Year 1



Number
In Year 1 we continue to build on the 

children’s knowledge of number:

 Counting within 0 to 100
 Ordering

 1 more and 1 less
 Number patterns e.g. 2s, 5s, 10s

 Place value e.g. 10s and 1s

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMjpyYa178gCFUjvFAodXooNMQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Felaineportelli.blogspot.com%2F&bvm=bv.106379543,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGssnxwpkSK9rHay1i0TwuJlV9wfg&ust=1446473820958951


Number formation
Please help your 
child to practise 
writing their 
numbers. They 
need to master 
this skill by the 
end of year 1. 



Calculation
We refine and develop the children’s 

calculation skills, including mental 
calculation:

 Addition
 Subtraction

 Number bonds to 10 and then 20
 Doubling numbers

 Fractions e.g. half and quarter
 Multiplication e.g. arrays, 2s, 5s, 10s

 Division e.g. sharing

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM_N69-478gCFQRXFAodaW8ETg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crayola.com%2Flesson-plans%2Fsymmetrical-shapes-lesson-plan%2F&bvm=bv.106379543,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFO4MLKY_HrYe_JOZtAUbDXCaYyow&ust=1446474813924059


Measures and Geometry
We compare, describe and solve practical problems for:

 Length and height
 Weight and mass
 Capacity and volume

 Time e.g. days, months, years, o’clock and half-past

Shape

 The properties of 2D shapes 
 The properties of 3D shapes

Position and Direction

 Position e.g. positional language
 Direction

 Turns e.g. whole, half, quarter, three quarters







Our Approach
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving

When beginning a maths topic, we introduce 
the key concept/skill (such as number bonds 

to 10) and the children explore this in 
different ways with a range of resources:

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOGRpeXA78gCFcZpFAoduCcA6w&url=https%3A%2F%2Fithinkmaths.wordpress.com%2F2009%2F08%2F16%2F35-counters%2F&psig=AFQjCNEz-sk70P1sea2OGREqWht4GeOfqg&ust=1446476977542894
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLjz7YLB78gCFQZvFAodCTUFeQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fed101.bu.edu%2FStudentDoc%2FArchives%2FED101fa09%2Frkosakow%2FNumber%2520Line.html&psig=AFQjCNFgDNyRFQujz_4lgRzCQiKTPAebkQ&ust=1446477033729712
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIPDmp_B78gCFcZrFAodEtgIbw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lombard.com.au%2Fstraws-flexible-fluro-pk-225%2Fw1%2Fi1037195%2F&psig=AFQjCNHv35kT0pK71ft-_bsLKP8BZlWVwg&ust=1446477082266013
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM7b8bfB78gCFYJcFAodUzcNNA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FKit-For-Kids-Square-Counting%2Fdp%2FB007XCUIYG&psig=AFQjCNEMjrhdBesTHWxYMKNybjQtJRh53A&ust=1446477147802081
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOWi4crB78gCFYpeFAodiGkDhQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.craftpacks.co.uk%2F%3Fpage%3Dindex%2FClassroom%2BSupplies%2FMaths%2FBead%2BStrings&psig=AFQjCNHPzlE13-hySTFvsS3kQLrUO1EFrA&ust=1446477186543568


Our Approach
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving

After their initial exploration, the children 
will begin to show their learning and 
findings, again, in different ways:



Our Approach
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving

The children will then be able to use/show 
the concept/taught skill in other ways:

107 +      = 10

10 =       + 6

+      = 10 2



Our Approach
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving

The children will also be able to describe 
and explain their understanding.

By the end of a maths topic, the children 
will be able to apply their learning to a 
range of different contexts, including 

problems that have another maths focus. 

“I know that the answer is 8 because 
when added to 2 it makes a number bond 

to 10!”



Maths at Home
You can support your child’s mathematical 
learning, particularly their use of maths 

vocabulary, by applying skills learnt in school 
to real-life contexts, such as:

 Following a recipe to bake a cake
 Using a shopping list and counting out 

money to buy items at the shop
 Adding the total of two dice instead of 

just rolling one when playing favourite 
board games

 Telling the time for routines.



General reminders
- Read everyday at home
- Practise number and letter formation 
- Support your child to get ready by 
themselves to support with dressing for 
PE. Hair needs to be tied up and 
earrings need to be taken out for PE.

- If you have a query in the morning, 
please go to the office or email. Please 
do not approach the classroom door in 
the morning as we value this time in 
settling your child into school. 



PE and Library Days
PE days

Thursdays

Tuesdays

Mondays

Library day

Wednesdays
If your child fails to bring their book back, 

another can not be issued. 


